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he name Mr Manzoor Ul

Karim was introduced to
me by no less then the Sector
Commander of Sector -2 Major
Khaled Mosharoff, BU. It was
during the liberation war of 1971.
'This was because the contact that
was established with Mr Manzoor
Ul Karim the then DC Noakhali.
The contact was established
between him and Major Khaled
through a suborder (forgetting his
name) and flow of information’s
was provided relating movement
and presence of the occupation
Pakistani Forces in the district
which was adjacent to the border
area of Tripura.

Mr Manzoor Ul Karim as
District Commissioner Greater
Noakhali District taking salute
and Guard of Honour during
1970

After eight years I met him as
the first National Commissioner
(Community Development) of
Bangladesh Scouts. It was in the
7th Asia-Pacific Regional Seminar
on Community Development
in BIRRI in Gazipur. There
were foreign participants from
Iran, Philippines, Nepal and
India including Mr Abdulla Sar
Director CD of World Scout
Bureau in Geneva. Mr Manzoor
Ul Karim was the Seminar
Director. Mr Karim was then the
Joint Secretary (Political) in the
Ministry of Home Affairs.

Most  probably due to
my active participation in the
Seminar, I started becoming close
to him. I had the privilege to
see this gentleman see him very
closely. To me I am yet to see
such a dedicated and powerful

Joint Secretary (Political) like him
till date.

Anyone who could reach
Mr Manzoor Ul Karim with his
or her problem would not come
back empty handed. I had the
opportunity to even get some
of the political prisoners out
of the central jail Dhaka within
12 hours during that period. He
never kept pending any official
files. A bureaucrat of the highest
order dedicated towards his work.
He was a man of honour and
justice was never denied by him
to anyone who seeks his help.

I gradually became close to
him and his family. It was quite
often I visited him in his office
as well as in his residence. A
wonderful atmosphere of a well
knit family held together by him
and his wife Mrs Masuda Karim.
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This elegant lady, mother of
two lovely children Farzana and
Munazzir looked after the family
very well. A compact happy
family one seldom finds.

Mr Manzoor Ul Karim took

over the responsibility of Chief
National
Bangladesh Scouts due to sudden
demise of Mr Nutulislam Shams
a colleague of Mr Manzoor Ul
Karim in Home Ministry and
batch mate in Physics department
of Dhaka University. It was Mr
P A Nazir under whom both
Mr Shams and Mr Karim
was probationer while joining
erstwhile Civil Service job in
East Pakistan in the District of
Rajshahi. MR PA Nazir, Mr Afzal
Hossain and myself persuade
him to take over the leadership of
Scouting and he did so.

It was during his period as
CNC of Bangladesh Scouts major
changes took place within the
scout movement of Bangladesh.
He did not restrict himself within
Bangladesh; Bangladesh got its
recognition as a major movement
of change in this Asia-Pacific
Region. Mr Manzoor Ul Karim
was thus elected as the Chairman
of Asia-Pacific Regional Scout

Commissioner  of

Committee at Jakarta Scout
Conference in 1981. He was
also one of the first few of this
region who was given the most
prestigious award “The Most
Distinguished Service” of Asia-
Pacific Region. Mr. Karim was
also the first person to receive
the only award of the World
Scout Movement “Bronze Wolf”
in Bangladesh. He was also the
member of the “Wotld Honout’s
& Award Committee”.

He became very popular
within the global organization of
scout movement and almost all
the Chief Commissioners of all
member countries gave him that
respect.

Mr Manzoor Ul Karim left
his mark as one of the leaders of
this region in the scouting world.
People still talk about him as one
of the most respected gentleman
that one can come across. It was
due to his unconditional support
that Mr Habibul Alam, BP was
able to get his nomination to
the World Scout Committee and
become a member and the first
Vice Chairman of WSC and also
the only Vice Chairman ever
elected in this top post within this
SAARC Region for all these 107

years of world scouting,

One of the major support
that he could provide
involving ~ Cabinet  Secretary
Mr Mahabubuzzaman of the
Government of  Bangladesh
with the scout movement as the
President of Bangladesh Scouts.
This opened the doors of getting
other ministries involve with this
movement in support to develop
this organization. One of the most
important with
Scouting Expansion Programme
was the Ministry of Education.
And they started providing the
necessary financial support.

He pursued many of his
colleagues, friends and junior
associates to get involve with this
youth organization. And thus we
see number of people like Mr
Anwarul Alam, Mr Faizur Razzak,
Mr. Faizur Rahman Chowdhury,
Group Capt Taufiq Khan, Mr
RA Majumder, , Mr Saiful Islam
Khan, Prof Dr AK Azad Khan,
Prof Sultana Zaman, Mr Mahbub
Kabir, Kazi Rakibuddin, Mt
Badiur Rahman and many more.

was

involvements

Will be continued....

Writer: Vice-President
Bangladesh Scouts
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